Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Claims of Asylum:
A European human rights challenge – SOGICA
Call for submissions

The SOGICA conference
7-8 July 2020
The SOGICA project is pleased to announce a call for submissions for its final conference taking
place at the University of Sussex, Brighton, UK on 7-8 July 2020. The conference will:
•

present the SOGICA project findings and recommendations;

•

give a platform to academics, policy makers, practitioners, activists and refugees addressing
sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) asylum in innovative ways;

•

foster interdisciplinary, cross-sector and international engagement between individuals with an
interest in this topic, including those most directly involved as asylum claimants in European
countries.

About the project
‘SOGICA – Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Claims of Asylum: A European human rights
challenge’ is a four-year project (2016-2020) funded by the European Research Council (ERC).
Based in the School of Law at the University of Sussex, it will produce the necessary evidence
base for a more just and humane asylum process for individuals seeking refuge in Europe on the
basis of their SOGI.
Considering the frequently unfair treatment of SOGI asylum claims, the disproportionately high
refusal rate, and the particular difficulties in establishing SOGI claims (in particular concerning
credibility, relocation and discretion), the project addresses the following questions:
• How have European countries incorporated SOGI related human rights violations into asylum

policies?
• How do these violations constitute, and how are they seen to constitute, causes of asylum

requests?
• How are SOGI related asylum claims legally adjudicated at domestic, EU and Council of Europe

levels?
• Does the legal adjudication of SOGI related asylum claims influence claimants’ identity and

integration in the host society and community of fellow nationals/ethnic group? If so, how?
• How can domestic, EU and Council of Europe legal frameworks adjudicate SOGI related

asylum claims more fairly?
Submission details
We welcome submissions on a range of relevant topics, including, but not restricted to:
•

The SOGICA project questions above;

•

Country of origin factors;

•

Social integration of SOGI asylum claimants and refugees;

•

Roles of different actors at international, regional and national level, including United Nations,
Council of Europe, European Union, domestic asylum authorities, NGOs and support groups;

•

Theoretical approaches to SOGI asylum, including those building on queer theory, feminism,
human rights, intersectionality and homonationalism;

•

Practical work presenting new ways of addressing specific group and individual needs;

•

Interpreting and SOGI asylum;

•

SOGI asylum in the context of asylum reforms and policies, including externalisation of
migration controls, at EU, German, Italian and UK level;

•

Comparative work on SOGI asylum policies and experiences in different European states –
including the SOGICA project fieldwork countries of Germany, Italy and the UK – and beyond;

•

Methodological analysis, including ethical issues in relation to research with SOGI claimants;

•

Social experiences of SOGI claimants, including the role of place and space;

•

‘Vulnerability’ and SOGI claims;

•

Activism and lobbying in the field of SOGI asylum.

Proposals can take the form of individual oral presentations, panels or thematic sessions, posters,
workshops, dramatic and interactive sessions. You may also be able to give a paper via Skype,
depending on conference space and project resources.
Exhibition space will be available at the conference, details of which will be published on our
website in due course. Individuals and organisations attending the conference will be offered the
opportunity to have a stand and distribute materials related to their SOGI and asylum related work.
Submissions should be made by email by Wednesday 22 January to info@sogica.org and include:
-

Title of the submission;

-

Abstract of up to 300 words;

-

If not an oral paper presentation, specify duration, space or other presentation requirements;

-

Contact details and brief biography (up to 50 words) for each author.

We will respond to all submissions by 22 February 2020.
Conference papers and other submissions can be published on the SOGICA project website after
the event, with the permission of the authors. For these purposes, authors are asked to submit a
final version of their work by 30 June 2020.
Further details
Conference registration is free, but accommodation in Brighton is in high demand and can become
expensive or unavailable. We therefore encourage you to make your accommodation
arrangements as soon as possible. You can follow this link to choose from some alternatives made
available through Visit Brighton, including some accommodation at the University of Sussex.
Conference booking details, provisional programme and keynote speakers will appear on the
project website in due course. Please contact info@sogica.org with any questions.
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